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Date: August 20, 2009 
 
To:  Maryland Designated MHAC Quality Data Contacts 
From: Robert Murray, Executive Director  
 Dianne Feeney, Associate Director, Quality Initiative 
Re: Hospital Updated Data on Proposed Maryland Hospital Acquired Conditions   
 (MHACs) 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 For the third quarter of FY 2009, we are emailing encrypted excel files containing reports 
on cases at risk for and/or assigned one or more of 64 potentially preventable complications 
(PPCs)/MHACs at your facility based on data submitted to HSCRC.  Figure 1 below contains 
the data field layout and definitions for the Excel file you will receive.  In addition, an encrypted 
PDF file containing case reports for all PPC/MHAC cases assigned will be forward with the 
Excel report. 
 Table 1 below contains a list of the PPCs that will be used for the MHAC initiative the 
initial year of implementation.  Although case reports include 64 PPCs, HSCRC is implementing 
payment policy changes for 50 of the 64; you will note from the Table 1 that the PPCs excluded 
from the current MHAC list include 26, 21, 30, 43, 46, 55, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63 and 64. 
 As the present on admission (POA) coding has steadily improved for the first three 
quarters of FY 2009 data, we have also revised and are providing hospitals interim normative 
actual versus expected values for the MHAC/PPCs using the data for the first three quarters 
of 09.  The attached excel file contains:  

• A revised Appendix A Table 1- updated list of PPCs for the MHAC initiative. As we 
anticipate that the regression values for each of the MHACs will not substantially 
change for 2009 compared with 2008, please note that the regression values for each of 
the MHACs contained in the Appendix A Table 1 worksheet are based on 2008 data. 

• Revised Appendix C Table 3-actual vs. expected MHAC case rates by PPC by hospital 
for Qtrs 1, 2, and 3 of FY 09. 

• Revised Appendix D Table 4- summary MHAC hospital performance and rankings for 
Qtrs 1, 2, and 3 of FY 09.   

• Revised Appendix E Table 5- statewide average PPC rates by APR DRG by SOI for Qtrs 
1,2, and 3 of FY 09. 

Please note that the normative statistics as well as the PPC regression values will also be 
revised when we have a full year of PPC data for FY 2009. 
 Please contact Dianne Feeney, dfeeney@hscrc.state.md.us or 410-764-2582, if you have 
questions about the information enclosed or referred to in this memorandum. 
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Figure 1. MHAC Excel At Risk and Assigned Cases Data Fields and Layout 
 
MD PPC Output Data Layout
PROVIDERID Character 6 Provider ID
MD_PATID Character 12 Ghost ID
ATRISK Character 1 Discharge Globally Excluded

0 : discharge is globally excluded
1 : discharge is at risk for PPCs
2 : discharge is at risk for PPCs and assigned to one or more PPCs

APRDRG Character 3 APR-DRG v26.1 Admission DRG Assignment
APRSOI     Character       1 APR-DRG v26.1 Admission SOI Assignment
APRMDC Character       2 APR-DRG v26.1 Admission MDC Assignment
PPCLIST   Character     60 List of Assigned PPCs on record
COMP_IND Character 64 PPC indicator:char position = PPC # w/ value of

0 : PPC not present, not at risk and therefore not assigned
1 : PPC present but not at risk and therefore not assigned
2 : PPC at risk but not present and therefore not assigned 
3 : PPC at risk, present and assigned

PPCDIAG Character 60 Candidate PPC for diagnoses = 2 characters per Diagnosis
position 1-2 for diagnosis 1
position 3-4 for diagnosis 2
…
position 59-60 for diagnosis 30

PPCPROC Character 60 Candidate PPC for procedures = 2 characters per Procedure
position 1-2 for procedure 1
position 3-4 for procedure 2
…
position 59-60 for procedure 30

…
PPC64 Character 1 PPC 64 Assignment Status

blank: discharge is not assigned PPC 64
1:discharge is assigned PPC 64

MEDREC Character hospital medical record number
ADMDATE Character case admission date
DISDATE Character case discharge date  
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